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PRINCETON ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 
June 26, 2019 
 
To:  Princeton Council Members 
From:  Princeton Environmental Commission 
Re:  Climate Action Plan 
 
 
The members of the Princeton Environmental Commission (PEC) endorse the draft Climate 
Action Plan (CAP), and encourage members of the Princeton Council to adopt it. 
 
According to the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, to keep 
global temperature rise below 1.5 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels, the world must 
decrease global greenhouse gas emissions 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 and be carbon neutral 
by 2050. Already we are experiencing an increased number of “danger days”, when the 
combination of heat and humidity makes it feel like it is 105oF and hotter, and more frequent 
flash flooding events. 
 
The CAP provides a roadmap for Princeton to do its part to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions 
that contribute to our planet’s warming, while increasing our community’s resiliency. In many 
cases the actions identified have many co-benefits (indicated for each element of the plan) 
including improving local environmental quality. 
 
The PEC is committed to working with the Mayor, Council, town staff and the community to 
implement the plan. We have already endorsed two action items: the Community Solar Pilot and 
the implementation of an R-GEA (group purchase of energy for the entire community that makes 
consumer access to renewable energy safe, convenient and affordable). While we support the 
focus on identifying and implementing impactful opportunistic opportunities, we also believe 
strongly that the town’s commitment to this plan must be formalized through changes to the 
Master Plan, ideally including the addition of a Green Building and Environmental Sustainability 
Element. 
 
We commend Sustainable Princeton for their tireless efforts to engage members of the Princeton 
community in the development of the CAP, and look forward to starting the implementation 
process. 
 
Sophie Glovier, Chair 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
To:   The Mayor and Council of Princeton 
From:   Princeton Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Date:  July 18, 2019 
Re:   Climate Action Plan 
 
 
The members of the Princeton Bicycle Advisory Committee (PBAC) support the draft Climate 
Action Plan (CAP), and we encourage members of the Princeton Council to adopt it. 
 
The US Community Protocol for Accounting and Reporting Greenhouse Gas Emissions, the most 
frequently used source regarding sector-based emissions, reports in 2017 that Transportation 
accounted for 32% of Princeton’s total carbon emissions, second only to Commercial Energy at 
45%.  The Climate Action Plan, organized and compiled by Sustainable Princeton, sets a goal of 
reducing carbon emissions 80% by 2050, similar to that of the State of New Jersey. 
 
In November 2017 the Princeton Planning Board adopted the Bicycle Mobility Plan into the 
Circulation Element of the town’s Master Plan. The Bicycle Mobility Plan contains many 
recommended routes that would help reduce vehicle-miles traveled, especially for commuting 
and school routes. Implementing the Bicycle Mobility Plan expeditiously, in combination with 
more coordination with public transit, would help the walkable and bikeable community of 
Princeton to move in and about town safely and reduce greenhouse gases. The actions 
identified  in the Climate Action Plan have many co-benefits (indicated for each element of the 
plan) including improving community health. 
 
We applaud Sustainable Princeton for their efforts to engage the Princeton community in the 
development of the Climate Action Plan. PBAC is committed to working with the Mayor, 
Council, municipal staff and the community on its implementation. 
 
 
Princeton Bicycle Advisory Committee 
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PRINCETON PUBLIC TRANSIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TRANSIT COMMUNICATION TASK FORCE 
 
July 15, 2019 
 
To:      Princeton Council Members 
From:  Princeton Public Transit Advisory Committee (PTAC) and the 

 Transit Communication Task Force (TCTF) 
Re:      Climate Action Plan 
 
 
The members of the Public Transit Advisory Committee and the TCTF endorse the 
draft Climate Action Plan (CAP), and encourage the Princeton Council to adopt it. 
 
The PTAC, along with the TCTF, have implemented a new Free B schedule in 2018 
to better serve Princeton daily riders, and is implementing a new public transportation 
promotion called Transit Princeton, which will be rolled out over the next 6 months.  
We are also working on promoting the Dinky and public transport in Princeton during 
the Alexander Street closure, as well as improved signage around town to indicate 
public transport stops and systems. 
 
We are pleased to join Sustainable Princeton on their admirable work on behalf of the 
CAP 
 
Dosier Hammond, PTAC Chair 
 

 



 
PRINCETON 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
1 Monument Drive 

Princeton, New Jersey  08540 
(609) 497-7639 

www.princetonnj.gov 
 

 
TO:  Princeton Council Members 
 
FROM: Princeton Shade Tree Commission 
   Sharon Ainsworth, Chair 
   Victoria Airgood 
   Welmoet Bok van Kammen 
   Sandra Chen 
                                    Raymond Devoe 
   Patricia Frawley 
   Lily Krauss 
   Alexandra Radbil 
   Janet Stern 
 
DATE:  July 9, 2019 
 
RE:  Climate Action Plan 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Princeton Shade Tree Commission has discussed the draft Climate Action Plan and would 
like to comment specifically on both Objective 6 (Protect and enhance local natural resources 
that provide carbon capture; reduce flooding and heat island impacts) and Objective 7 (Protect 
the tree canopy).  
 
The CAP Objectives 6 and 7 recommend protecting and expanding Princeton’s tree canopy 
while also increasing species diversity. These proposals are consistent with and serve to reinforce 
the STC’s Community Forestry Management Plan objectives.  
 
We also enthusiastically endorse the Community Solar Pilot Program (group purchase of energy 
for the entire community that makes consumer access to renewable energy safe, convenient, and 
affordable). Not only does the plan encompass homes and businesses that lack an adequate roof 
for solar--as well as renters and multi-tenant residents who don’t own their roofs—but it also 
supports the development of renewable energy in Princeton without necessitating the widespread 
removal of healthy trees for the purpose of installing solar panels on individual roofs. 
 
The STC is supportive of the CAP initiative and is committed to work with the Mayor, Council, 
municipal staff, and members of the public to implement the plan.  Furthermore, we congratulate 
the Sustainable Princeton staff for their leadership and community engagement in the 
development of the plan. 
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RESOLUTION 2019-04 

 
PRINCETON BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE PRINCETON BOARD OF HEALTH SUPPORTING THE 

ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT CLIMATE ACTION PLAN BY PRINCETON 
COUNCIL  

 
 
 

WHEREAS, Sustainable Princeton has drafted a climate action plan for the municipality 

outlining Princeton’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions contributing to our planet’s 

warming; and  

WHEREAS, the Climate Action Plan continues the critical process of considering Health in All 

Policies by outlining processes to protect the health of all who live and/or work in Princeton 

during extreme weather events; and  

WHEREAS, recognizing climate change is contributing to extreme temperatures, extreme weather 

events like flooding, reduced outdoor air quality, tick-borne infections and worse mental health and 

well-being. These effects pose direct and indirect threats to human health, and the elderly, children, 

the poor, and the chronically ill are particularly vulnerable. 

WHEREAS, the Princeton Board of Health has a statutory responsibility to prevent, promote 

and protect the health of the public and the environment. 

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED by the Princeton Board of Health that the Board fully supports the 

adoption of the draft Princeton Climate Action Plan by Princeton Mayor and Council and makes the 

following recommendation that we would be protective of the public’s health, safety and the health 

of our environment. 

 
Adopted July 16, 2019 
Dr. George DiFerdinando, Chair – Princeton Board of Health 
JoAnn Hill, Vice Chair                                       
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PRINCETON BOARD OF HEALTH 
 
July 16, 2019 
 
 
To:  Princeton Council Members 
From:  Princeton BOARD OF HEALTH 
Re:  Climate Action Plan 
 
 
The members of the Princeton Board of Health (BOH) endorse the draft Climate Action Plan 
(CAP), and encourage members of the Princeton Council to adopt it. 
 
As outlined in recent position papers by the American Public Health Association and the American 
College of Physicians, climate change is bad for us and our community in a number of ways. In the 
Northeast, climate change is contributing to extreme temperatures, extreme weather events like 
flooding, reduced outdoor air quality, tick-borne infections and worse mental health and well-being. 
These effects pose direct and indirect threats to human health, and the elderly, children, the poor, 
and the chronically ill are particularly vulnerable. 
 
The CAP will provide a path for Princeton to do its part to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that 
contribute to our planet’s warming, while increasing our community’s resiliency. The CAP also 
continues the critical process of considering Health in All Policies by outlining processes to protect 
the health of all who live and/or work in Princeton during extreme weather events, encouraging 
community-wide awareness and action to adapt to the impact of climate change on health while 
other efforts are on-going to mitigate the underlying causes of these changes 
 
The BOH is committed to working with the Mayor, Council, town staff and the community to 
implement the plan. We commend Sustainable Princeton and all the citizen volunteers who have 
worked over the past year to create the CAP, and look forward to starting the implementation 
process. 
 
George T DiFerdinando Jr, MD, MPH, Chair 
 
JoAnn Hill, BSN, RN, Vice Chair 
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Board of Trustees 

Matt Wasserman, President  

Yamile Slebi, Vice President 

Brian McDonald, Treasurer 

Mia Sacks, Secretary 

 
Alexandra Bar-Cohen 

Chris Coucill 

Eve Coulson 

Fran Price 

Bruno Sarda 

Penny Thomas 

Gail Ullman 

Shana Weber, PhD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Princeton 
One Monument Drive 

Princeton, NJ 08540 
609.454.4757 

sustainableprinceton.org 

July 15, 2019 
 
 
Mayor and Council 
Municipality of Princeton 
400 Witherspoon Street 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
  
Dear Mayor Lempert and Council Members, 
  
We, the Board of Trustees of Sustainable Princeton, affirm our resolute 
support of Princeton’s Climate Action Plan (CAP).  We urge the Council 
to demonstrate its support by passing a formal resolution endorsing 
the recommendations set forth in the CAP. 
  
Scientists around the world acknowledge that climate change is already 
the cause of serious environmental, public health, and economic 
consequences which are increasingly felt locally as well. We can make 
changes in our own community to ameliorate the adverse impacts of a 
changing climate. In doing so, we will make our community a more 
resilient, equitable, sustainable, and healthier place to live and work.  
  
Over the past 18 months, the CAP was developed through a 
comprehensive community-wide effort led by Sustainable Princeton 
staff. Educational programs reached thousands of Princeton residents 
and SP staff incorporated input from many of them. Over 50 
community leaders and local experts served on the CAP Steering 
Committee and oversaw five Working Groups who determined the 
strategies for action. 
  
This CAP provides a roadmap to reduce Princeton’s contribution to 
climate change and prepare for its effects. It establishes an ambitious 
goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050 (based on 
2010 emissions). Achieving this goal will require the collective effort of 
the entire community, working together to ensure Princeton remains a 
prosperous and vibrant town for future generations.  
  
We look forward to continued partnership with you in working to make 
our town more sustainable and resilient. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
The Board of Trustees, Sustainable Princeton 
 
 
 


