
 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Princeton Bioblitz  

 
 
What is a BioBlitz? 

 

A BioBlitz is an event that focuses on finding and identifying as many species as 

possible in a specific area over a defined period of time. We plan to identify as much of 

Princeton’s flora and fauna over the course of the summer using the iNaturalist 

platform. 

 

How Do I Participate With iNaturalist? 

 

Participation is fun and easy. Just follow these steps: 

● Visit iNaturalist.org and create an account. 

● Download the iNaturalist app if possible. 

● Use iNaturalist to record observations of nature. 

It's that simple! Get out there, respect social distancing guidelines, and use iNaturalist 

on walks, in your yard, and in local parks. If you installed the app, use it to record your 

observations and get immediate identification suggestions. Alternatively, you are 

welcome to collect pictures with any camera and upload them to your account later. 

After joining a project, any observation made in Princeton will be included in the 

Princeton Bioblitz project automatically. 

 

For more information, visit www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started. 
 

How Do I Make a Good Observation? 

 

When possible, provide multiple pictures of the item from different perspectives. For 

example, a good tree observation will include a photo of the leaves, bark, and flowers.  

 

Based on your observations, the iNaturalist platform will propose its identification, 

often listing several for you to pick from. Unless you know otherwise, select or enter 

the most general option that is predicted for this area. If this item was likely planted 

by a person, check the Captive/Cultivated box. 

 

For more information, visit www.inaturalist.org/pages/help#observations1. 
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Frequently Asked Questions about the Princeton Bioblitz  

 
 
Can I Participate Another Way? 

 

Yes. You are welcome to share your photos of nature with us at 

info@sustainableprinceton.org, so they can be shared on social media. 

 

How Can I Use iNaturalist to Identify Invasive Species? 

 

The same way you use it to identify any species. The iNaturalist website will notify you 

if the species is “introduced.” Invasive species are a subset of these nonnative or 

introduced species. Once you have the identification, you can use the scientific name 

to see if the species is recorded in the Invasive Species List for our region.  
 

How Will My Observations be Used to Monitor Invasive Species? 

 

Any observations you make of invasive species within Princeton will be loaded into the 

NJ Strike Team database. This database is utilized by the NJ Strike Team to monitor 

and strategize the eradication of invasive species. 

 

What is Research-Grade? 

 

After you suggest an identity, the full iNaturalist community has the opportunity to 

review your observation. If enough community members confirm the identity, the item 

is considered "research-grade" and can be used for scientific research as part of the 

iNaturalist Research-Grade Observations dataset.  
 

Can I Review Other Identifications? 

 

Yes, that’s the fun of iNaturalist! Is it a record of a fox, or a bald eagle, or a snail? You 

can weigh in by suggesting identifications for other observations. Learn more at 

www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started#expweb. 
 

Where Can I Learn More? 

 

The iNaturalist webpage has loads of information, including video tutorials. 
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